COLERAIN TOWNSHIP

FACTUAL INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES
Regarding Colerain JEDZ (ISSUE 30)

Dear Resident and/or Business Owner,

On November 4th, residents of Colerain Township will be asked to
make a decision at the election polls that will have a significant impact
“=8 on our community.

For the past several years, the Ohio State Legislature eliminated certain

taxes and voted to keep a higher percentage of your tax dollars that had

previously been returned to the Township and used to provide services
such as parks, community center, roads, etc. As a result, Colerain Township’s General Fund operating
revenues have been cut in excess of $1.5 million per year resulting in significant reductions to services
we provide and investments we make in our streets and neighborhoods.

Since the failure of our last road levy in 2001, we have depended highly on the General Fund to maintain
the public infrastructure (streets, curbs, gutters, etc.) throughout the township. Now with the loss of $1.5
million per year in state funding, we have been forced to cut our road maintenance budget and will soon

be forced to make further reductions to our parks and community center if an alternative revenue source
isn’t identified.

The Board believes that further expenditure and service reductions will cause damage to the Township
and negatively affect property values and the quality of life for Township residents and business owners.
Increasing revenues, on the other hand, will allow us to move forward with the investment in public infra-
structure to address our deteriorating streets throughout the township and expand economic develop-
ment opportunities for our community.

So, how do we replace the necessary revenues the Township needs to fix our streets? As a Township,
our choices are limited by State law. We can choose a property tax increase or a Joint Economic Devel-
opment Zone/District (JEDZ/JEDD).

Colerain already has the 3rd highest tax burden in Hamilton County as compared to our neighboring
communities and there is no desire to increase property taxes on our residents. Further, to improve
economic conditions in the Township, creating a Joint Economic Development Zone (JEDZ) offers the
most direct route toward economic development WITHOUT raising property taxes on our residents.

Please take some time to read the enclosed information and learn about this important decision. Then,
please be sure to vote on November 4th. Additional information is available on the Township website at
www.colerain.org or call 513-385-7500 ext. 50102 to have your questions answered.

Sincerely,
Your Colerain Township Board of Trustees
\

Mindy Rinehart, Jeff Ritter, Dennis Deters COLE RAIN

EST. 1794




BOARD OF TRUSTEES RESPONDS TO QUESTIONS
REGARDING JEDZ

THE COLERAIN TOWNSHIP PROPOSED JOINT

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ZONE (JEDZ)?

Utilizing existing state law, the Township is proposing to partner with the City of Harrison to create a
joint economic development zone (JEDZ). The designated zone would be located in the primary com-
mercial corridor beginning at US 27 (Colerain Avenue) and Galbraith Road and extend north past US
27 (Colerain Avenue) and Struble Road to include the Rumpke Landfill. The zone would encompass
contiguous commercial properties along US 27 (Colerain Avenue) including the cross streets of Col-
erain Avenue traversing east and west between Galbraith and Struble Road. (See map on back page)

The JEDZ will enable the collection of 1% payroll/earnings tax on businesses and individuals who work
in the zone. As required by law, the City of Harrison must collect the tax and allocate the revenue be-
tween the Township and the City based on the percentage outlined in the agreement.

The City of Harrison provided the Township with the most advantageous partnership agreement and
gives Colerain Township the best option for future long-term collaborations aimed at reducing costs and
dependency on property taxes.

Grants in the form of a check will be made available to residents and businesses impacted by the pay-
roll tax at year-end equivalent to the amount of payroll tax paid into the JEDZ..

WHY IS THE JEDZ BEING PROPOSED?

The last road levy failed in 2001 and the Township has relied heavily on the General Fund to maintain

public infrastructure improvements to streets, curbs and gutters throughout the Township. In 2011, the
State Legislature eliminated the Estate Tax and reduced the Local Government Fund reducing the an-
nual General Fund revenue by $1.5 million.

The JEDZ will allow the Township to provide infrastructure improvements including streets, curbs, side-
walks, gutters throughout the Township, specifically in our neighborhoods.

Understanding the current tax burden on Colerain Township property owners, Trustees do not want to
propose additional property taxes to repair our public infrastructure.

Many employees travel into Colerain Township each day and use and benefit from the services that
property owners in the Township pay for. For these reasons, the Board feels that the JEDZ is the most
fair and equitable way to address the Township’s aging infrastructure enabling the Township to move
forward in providing a “Best in Class” community to the residents and businesses of Colerain.



HOW WILL THE JEDZ AFFECT YOU?

ONLY BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS WHO WORK IN THE COLERAIN TOWNSHIP JEDZ WILL

BE SUBJECT TO THE EARNINGS/PAYROLL TAX.

If you are a resident but do not work in the Col-
erain Township JEDZ:

The JEDZ will NOT affect you and will NOT
raise your taxes at all.

If you are a resident and work in the Colerain
Township JEDZ:

You will be able to apply for and receive a
grant in the form of a check, equal to the
amount of the payroll tax you paid into the
JEDZ.

If you own a business in the Colerain Town-
ship JEDZ:

You will be able to apply for and receive a
grant in the form of a check, equal to the
amount of the net profits tax you paid into the
JEDZ.

If you are a resident who is retired and not
working:

The JEDZ will NOT affect you and will NOT
raise your taxes at all.

WHAT WILL WE SEE ON THE BALLOT?

ISSUE 30

Shall the resolution of the Board of Township Trustees of the Township of Colerain approving the contract
with the City of Harrison for the designation of the Colerain Township Joint Economic Development Zone

be approved?

I:I FOR THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT (APPROVES THE JEDZ)

|:| AGAINST THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT (DENIES THE JEDZ)
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r / Get the Facts (Issue 30)
Vote November 4, 2014

If passed, the Resolution & Contract creates a Joint
Economic Development Zone (JEDZ) in Colerain

The passage of the Resolution & Contract will raise
revenue without raising property taxes for invest-
ment in public infrastructure (streets, sidewalks,

+ Residents & Businesses working in the Zone may
apply for a grant in the form of a check equal to the
amount of tax paid into the JEDZ.

LEARN MORE AT WWW.COLERAIN.ORG

+ View the JEDZ agreement with City of Harrison, FAQ’s,
and other documents related to the proposed JEDZ.

Register on the Community Connection ListServ located
in the “Community Gateways” section of the website to

5 receive news and notifications regarding Colerain Town-
ship matters /
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